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The work plans for Operable Umt (Ow 5 and OU6 state that all ex1smg surface water and 
sedunent data wdl be rewewed p o r  to mtutaon of field a c t ~ v l t ~ ~  Data collected d m g  
the ongomg momtonng acuwt~es may a h d y  sat~sfy the rcqwrcments of these work 

des tones  for both OU5 and OU6 are met. 
plans I xxquest that your staff start t€us data assessment nnmdatd ysothatfieldwork 

Although the scope of this assessment 1s not clcar my staffand 1- that the level of 
effort appropnate for h s  assessment is sigrzlficant. The final product of tlus assessment 
wdl be a techmcal mtmorandum (TM) foreach of theOUs The TM wdl complle the 
data, descnbe the assessment pl.octdures that were perfanned, mtupret the results of the 
assessment as they apply to the OUs, and devdop and propose ajustdkd strategy for 
surface water sample collemon m specific arcas 

In concurrence wth staff members from the Earth Resources Dwmon (Em) Surface 
Water Diwsion (SWD) and Remubal Programs Dwmon (RPD) wc ask that the 
assessment be performed m the followmg manner 

Lterature Rewew 
Utd~ze exlsmg reparts that support the charactenzatmn of c o n w m o n  m OU5 and 
OU6 
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Data hnpdauon 
Th~s review apphes to a l l  surface water and stream scduncnt data cull& fopm 1989 
to present In areas when there i s  gmundwater and smfacc water mteracbon use 
groundwater data to support any mttrpremons Pond h n t  data includes the 
results of a l l  samples collected m c e  the mtial construcbon of each pond. Do not h u t  
this assessment to chemrcal data. Include to~~city and ecological stuQes m the 
assessment If they wdl contribute to the charactmmtum of the dramages Incarpwate 
suppomng stud~es such as those performed on storm events pond strauficatlon 
suxface water/gmundwater mteractton and pond scdlment accumulauon into the 
assessment when appropnate 
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Assessment 
Delivery deadhnes for th~s assessment art ued to the schedule for unplementauon of 
field work at each OU For this reason segment the assessment into two steps Fmt 
complete an evaluauon of pond water and pond sdment Follow step one with an 
evaluauon of stream channels and creek flows 

Complete each assessment wth respect to the OU requlrements Address samplmg 
requlrements outlmed in the Inter Agency Agreement (IAG) However consider 
methods of charactenmuon that wll unprove on the requrrements of the IAG Jusbfy 
mterpretaaons wth a clear and concise formulaaon of sclenafically accepted concepts 
Present the techrucal memorandum m a foxmat that wdl be easily understood by 
readers not expenenced with the methodology used m the assessment 

Recommendanons for sampling may not agree with the work proposed m the current 
OU samphg plans or the IAG Outhe and raaonalize in detad any dewauons from 
these documents Prepare standard operamg procedures (SOPs) requlred for any 
special samplmg not demled in the current surface water volume Smce the TM wlll 
sexve as the surface water and sedlment samphng work plan after compleaon attach 
SOPs requued for the special samplmg to the TM 

We believe that a quality assessment of existing data wdl produce the IahOnale for a 
substanual reducuon m the proposed surface water samphng program for both OU5 and 
OU6 Therefore the mmased cost of this assessment will be matched with reduced costs 
for subcontracted field samplmg and analysis The assessment may recommend no 
change or addmonal field samphng Smce a thorough understandmg of surface water 
condnons m Woman Creek and Walnut Creek is mandatory for these pnonty dramage 
OUs savings will be realized dunng the development of the Phase 1 Report 

The deadhe for the compleaon of these TMs is dctated by your schedule for field 
acuviues and the m e  r e q d  for regulatory approval The EPA has suggested that they 
urlll accelerate theu revlew of Th4s for OU5 and OU6 to one week However this remew 
penod will depend on the quahty of the TM DOE has been worhng closely wth EG&G 
staff on the scope of these TMs This relaaonship should conunue throughout the 
assessment process in order to reduang the tune requrred for internal rcview and assure 
that the EPA is mformed of our progress To m n m n  h s  relationship we request that a 
biweekly meeung be scheduled between representaaves of DOE the responsible RPD OU 
managers and experts from S W D  and ERD The purpose of the meeung wlll be to 
resolve any issues that anse dunng the assessment and to assure that there is adequate 
coordmaaon between DOE and parhcipaang EG&G Divisions 

If you have any ClUeShOnS please call Jen Pepe at x2184 
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